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Facts & 
Figures

 Largest specialist library in Europe for 
the Ibero-American region (Latin
America, Caribbean, Iberian Peninsula, 
related regions): >1 million volumes

 Books, journals, pamphlets, electronic 
documents, maps, sound recordings, 
photos, videos and DVD, papers and 
manuscripts ...
 Caribbean languages: Spanish, English, 

French, Dutch, Danish, Creole 
languages …
 Humanities, Social Sciences, Fine Arts, 

Sports, Economy, Law and Government 
Publications, Geography, Agriculture, 
Ecology and other subjects



How to look for material?
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• Books and e-books, 
serials and e-
journals

• licensed databases
• free access

databases

Single access point:
Online Catalogue

All items from the
library can be searched

in the Online 
Catalogue 

www.iaicat.de



The IAI Library
The Digital Collections
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All digitized items from the
library, e.g.



IA I ’S  SPECIAL  
COLLECTIONS 

Audio  L ibrary  and F i lm 
Col lect ion,  Map 
Col lect ion,  Image Archive,  
Poster  Col lect ion  and 
others

More than 42.000 sound 
recordings
Over 6.000 videos and DVDs
74.000 maps
60.000 photographs
36.000 slides
5.000 posters
350.000 newspaper clippings

 special catalogues and 
special terms of use



Database: 
Caribbean Newspapers
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 More than 140 journals in English, 
French, Spanish and Danish

 From 22 countries of the Caribbean
 Published between 1718 and 1876
 From the American Antiquarian

Society‘s library, the most
important collection in the U.S. for
the Colonial Period

 part of the World Newspaper 
Archive 



Database:
Caribbean History and Culture,
1535-1920
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 More than 1.200 books, pamphlets, journals, letters, 
diaries, almanacs, reports and official documents

 From the Caribbean / West Indies, but also includes 
neighbouring areas such as Florida, Mexico and 
Brazil. In addition, some works also cover Africa, 
especially the West African coastal nations that 
played a key role in the transportation of the 
enslaved to the New World

 Published in the above mentioned countries, the
U.S., Great Britain, France, the Netherlands and
others

 Language: English, but also French, Spanish, Dutch
and others

 From the Library Company of Philadelphia, the
second largest collection in North America for
imprints from the 16th to the 18th century



“In Alexander Street’s Caribbean Literature, students and 
scholars can find, view, and analyze the interplay of language and 
culture, for an understanding of the struggle between indigenous 
and European languages. For the first part of the 20th century 
Caribbean writers defined themselves and their culture in the 
languages of their colonizers. But after independence, with a 
new self-determination and pride of origin, authors increasingly 
used local styles and vocabularies. With a newly created 
concordance, Caribbean Literature allows all the various 
languages, European and local, to be analyzed together for the 
first time. Freed from the piecemeal efforts of paper anthologies, 
scholars can explore and analyze works in English, Spanish, 
French, and Dutch—alongside the largest collection of local 
language and dialect yet assembled. The collection includes 
more than 10,000 pages of works written in languages such as 
Papiamento, French Creole, Jamaican Creole, Belizean Kriol, 
Singlish, and Sranan Tongo. Translations of major works, 
dictionaries, and reference materials are included.”



Cuban Culture and Cultural Relations:
The vertical Archive of the Casa de las 
Américas, Part 1: “Casa y Cultura” 
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 A unique record to study the history of both the 
institution itself as a cultural hub, but also that of 
the protagonists. Casa de las Américas is one of the 
most important cultural institutions in Latin America 
and the Caribbean, host to thousands of writers and 
artists from throughout the region. 

 It has published countless books and articles, 
organized conferences, concerts, expositions, 
theatre productions and numerous cultural contests.

 45,000 documents: articles, newspaper clippings, 
cable messages, interviews, conference memorabilia
from 1959 onwards

 Full-text search functionality



Cuban Culture and Cultural Relations:
The vertical Archive of the Casa de las Américas, 
Part 2 „Writers“
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 Records on 1,046 writers and artists: Famous writers form the core of the 
collection, such as José Martí and Machado de Assis, Jorge Amado, Mario 
Benedetti, Roberto Bolaño, María Luisa Bombal, Jorge Luis Borges, Alejo
Carpentier, Aimé Césaire, Julio Cortázar, Roque Dalton and Gabriel García
Márquez. In addition to writers, the archive includes files on painters, such as 
Roberto Matta and David Alfaro Siqueiros, filmmakers, such as Santiago Álvarez
and Glauber Rocha, and musicians, such as Chilean singer-songwriter and 
political activist Víctor Jara

 More than 63,800 digital files: 
mostly press clippings

 Full-text search functionality



S p e c i a l i s e d
I n fo r m at i o n  
S e r v i c e  
L at i n A m e r i c a ,  
C a r i b b e a n a n d
L at i n o S t u d i e s  

F a c h i n f o r m a t i o n s d i e n s t  
L a t e i n a m e r i k a ,  K a r i b i k  u n d  L a t i n o
S t u d i e s

 Funded by DFG and supervised
by IAI‘s library since 2016 

 Expansion of digital library 
collections

 develops digital platforms and 
tools to promote national and 
international networks

 Development of user-oriented 
services for researchers with a 
focus on Latin America and the 
Caribbean
 Services for researchers working 

in German-speaking countries



WE BUY THE BOOKS NEEDED 
FOR YOUR RESEARCH
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FID-ACQUISITION-SERVICE



WE MAKE LITERATURE AVAILABLE 
THROUGH…
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Digitalization on Demand

 Per order, up to 30 pages of copyright-free 
materials (publication before 1930) and up to 
10% of the respective work (max. 30 pages) 
of copyright materials (publication after 
1930) can be scanned and made available for 
private or scientific use.

 More information: https://fid-
lateinamerika.de/startseite/digitalisierung-
on-demand/

https://fid-lateinamerika.de/startseite/digitalisierung-on-demand/


… FREE ONLINE LIBRARY CARDs 
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• Online registration for the Reading Room 
Card. 

• Access to all our digital media (e-books, e-
journals, databases)

• Temporary service: until December 31st, 
2021

• https://www.iai.spk-berlin.de/en/the-
iai/organigram-and-contact/reading-room-
card-for-the-use-of-digital-media.html

https://www.iai.spk-berlin.de/en/the-iai/organigram-and-contact/reading-room-card-for-the-use-of-digital-media.html


WE OFFER CONSULTING SERVICES
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 Any questions regarding specific materials 
and/or bibliographic research?

 Individual consultation hours via 
telephone or video call 

 Can easily be booked online via: 
https://fid-
lateinamerika.de/services/presente/

https://fid-lateinamerika.de/services/presente/


WHERE TO START…
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www.iai.spk-berlin.de/

https://www.iai.spk-berlin.de/en/home.html


WHERE TO START…
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https://fid-lateinamerika.de/services/

https://fid-lateinamerika.de/services/


FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA: 
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Website: FID Lateinamerika, Karibik 
und Latino Studies: 
fid-lateinamerika.de/

@IAI_Bibliothek

@iai.berlin

Channel: Ibero-Amerikanisches 
Institut
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QUESTIONS AND SUGGESTIONS ARE VERY WELCOME: 

Head of Library Services Department
Dr. Ulrike Mühlschlegel, Ibero-Amerikanisches Institut PK Berlin 
muehlschlegel@iai.spk-berlin.de

Specialised Information Service Latin America, Caribbean and
Latino Studies 
Dr. Annika Hartmann, Ibero-Amerikanisches Institut PK Berlin
hartmann@iai.spk-berlin.de

Contact: 
fid@iai.spk-berlin.de

mailto:muehlschlegel@iai.spk-berlin.de
mailto:hartmann@iai.spk-berlin.de
mailto:fid@iai.spk-berlin.de
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